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UM MANSFIELD CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON 
NUCLEAR CRISIS IN NORTH KOREA
MISSOULA —
Some of the world’s top Korea experts -  including two former South Korean foreign 
ministers and some of America’s best policy analysts -  will speak Thursday, Oct. 6, during the 
21st annual Mansfield Conference at The University of Montana.
The speakers will address the North Korean nuclear crisis and the controversial get-tough 
U.S. policy toward Pyongyang that has been in place for the last several years.
Sponsored by UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, the conference will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. in the Dell Brown Room o f  UM ’s Turner Hall. The event, titled “On the 
Edge of the Abyss: Crises in North Korea and the U.S.-Republic of Korea Alliance,” is free and 
open to the public.
Mansfield Center Director Terry Weidner said UM was able to lure an impressive cast of 
experts and policy makers largely because of the efforts of Gordon Flake, executive director of 
the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation, which is co-sponsoring the conference.
“Gordon himself is one of America’s most respected Korea experts,” Weidner said, “and 
these folks are his friends. The prospect of getting together for a ‘frank and friendly’ on such an 
important topic — coupled with a few days in Montana — proved to be very appealing.”
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The conference will focus on the recent dramatic turns in the six-party talks on the North 
Korean nuclear situation and more broadly on the impact of the Bush Administration’s 2002 
decision to include North Korea in the “Axis of Evil” that included Iraq.
Weidner said the sharp turn in U.S. policy that followed seemed to have been motivated 
by the administration’s view that Pyongyang had violated its commitment to discontinue the 
production of nuclear-ready materials. However, some observers argue the harder policy line 
backfired, creating a sense of crisis in North Korea that resulted in a more blatant move toward 
nuclearization. It also may have strained relations with key East Asian allies who are most at 
threat from a militant regime in Pyongyang.
Weidner said the differences of opinion among the presenters should result in lively 
discussions.
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